
August 11, 2019 
Wis 18:6-9; Heb 11:1-2,8-19; Lk 12:32-48 

 Last week Jesus told us to take care to guard against all greed.  To not focus on storing 

up treasure for ourselves but rather, becoming rich in the things of God.   Jesus tells us today  

For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.  He reminds us that our heart will be 

drawn to what we place value on.  Do we value the things of God leading us to eternal happiness, 

or do we give our heart to the temporary things of the world?  

 Maybe we should first talk about why we try to gain security from the things of this 

world.  Why we have this tendency to give our heart to passing things, to dream of having more 

objects, to see in a larger bank account or a bigger paycheck the security we need.  At the base of 

it all is fear.  Fear of becoming one of those people we hear about in the news who are homeless 

or unable to provide for themselves and their families, fear of the possibilities that something bad 

will happen if we are not able to provide for ourselves … but mostly, it is a fear of discomfort.  

More than a fear that we will not have the things that we need to survive, we fear that we will be 

separated from those little comforts that we have become used to.   Jesus begins speaking today 

to those of us who hold on to money and things due to fear: Do not be afraid any longer, little 

flock, for your Father is pleased to give you the kingdom.  Sell your belongings and give alms.  

He is saying don’t be so worried that if you are generous with your resources there won’t be 

enough for you.  He is really calling on us to have faith in God to provide, and to not just rely on 

the temporary things that are all going to all be gone someday.  He says: Provide money bags for 

yourselves that do not wear out, an inexhaustible treasure in heaven that no thief can reach nor 

moth destroy.  It is the fear of loss of comfort, it is the reluctance to reduce our standard of living 

just a little bit so we don’t need so much - this is what we fear - but Jesus is promising and 

inexhaustible (that is, endless) treasure in heaven that no one can take away and that will not 

wear out or rot.  He is calling us to look beyond this world, to realize that God is master of all 

things, and to be good stewards of the things that God has has given to us. 

 The kind of faith required to be this good steward was like the faith of Abraham.  In the 

second reading we heard of Abraham’s faith: By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go 

out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; he went out, not knowing where he was to 

go. … for he thought that the one who had made the promise was trustworthy.   Abraham set out 



to the land God promised although he had no map, there was no GPS thousands of years ago, and 

he had nothing but God’s word to go on.  This is a great display of faith and trust in God’s 

promise.  And God did provide for Abraham, he survived (maybe less comfortably than if he had 

built up a nice bit of wealth for himself), but he turned his heart to God, and in the end he 

reached the promised inheritance - a place he never would have made it to if he had played it 

safe and just tried to provide for himself.   If we can muster some of that courage to have faith in 

God, then we can loose some of the fear that causes us to stay put and provide for ourselves, and 

we can focus on being good stewards of the things God has put in our possession. 

 The Gospel story today explains our situation more clearly.  In the story, God is the 

master of the house (we call that house “the universe”) everything in it really belongs to God.  

We are like the steward in the story that the master places in charge of the things in the house.  

That steward is supposed to take care of his fellow servants, use the things in the house to supply 

for them, feed them, and care for them.  We can sometimes act like the unfaithful steward did.  

Jesus says of this person: That servant … knew his master’s will but did not make preparations 

nor act in accord with his will.   We, like he, can treat all the master’s things in the house like 

they are ours to do with as we please.  We can mistreat our fellow servants and just focus on our 

own needs without providing for them.  We, like he, can use the authority we have been given to 

make a easy life for ourselves at the expense of others … or we can turn our hearts from the 

things of the world to God and follow God’s will like Abraham did, storing up a treasure in 

heaven and later receive God’s promises.   Jesus tells us that for this servant, the Master will put 

on an apron and wait on him - again God provides for those who are faithful.  Like the master in 

the story who is away, God stays back and gives us the space to decide where will give our heart 

and how we will act.   

 God is expecting things of us.  Jesus tells us: Much will be required of the person 

entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more.  Many 

of us are truly blessed with abilities and gifts to be shared, with spare time that can be used for 

the benefit of others, and with practical resources that we can share.  Although God is laying 

back at present giving us the freedom to act as we decide, Jesus reminds us: You also must be 

prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come - and when he does, he will 

take an account of our stewardship.  As we approach Jesus today, can we ask for the courage to 

follow the will of God as Abraham did, can we turn our heart to the Lord and try to be better 

stewards of the things God has so graciously given to us, and can we step out in faith to journey 

on that path of discipleship - following Jesus towards the place that has been promised to us?


